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Should Students Run Universities? 


by Professor ANANT NAMJOSHI 


The State's Minister fer Education writes on the controversial Maharashtra Universities Act. 


66 A ND what are we in the University? 
Nobody!” said my young student 


“Why? You are everything in the Uni- 
versity. The University is rum for you and 
for you alone, my young friends,” I said in 
an assertive voice 

“Sir, that is not so in reality,” said ano- 
ther student. 

“Someone prepares the courses, some- 
one teaches them and someone examines us 
... But where are we in the whole process?” 
asked a third student. “We are conspicuous 
only by our absence!” 


“I understand you, my young friends,” I 
said to cut short the list of oft-repeated 
grievances of each one of the young student 
friends whom I had invited for tea at my 
remdence. “You are feeling neglected. You 
want your identity. You want a sense of 
participation in the functioning of the Uni- 
versity Isn't that so?” 

“Precisely so!” said one. 

“We can’t be neglected any longer We 
thust have a gay,” said the other. 

“A say in what?” 


“A say in the malzing of the policy of the 
University A say in the contents of the sylia- 
bus,” said the third 

“Our syllabi are ontdated and out- 
moded. They are not in kee ping with the 
needs of the employment market. We are 
taught today, Sir, what you were taught 
forty years ago,” said a small little thing 
sitting in the corer of the hall. 

“In certain subjects, I as Profemsor must 
admit this may be trae Maths, Algebra, 
Trignometry, Geometry, Logic and even 
some branches of Physics and Chemistry, for 
that matter. This can't be helped, my young 
friends But I understand your general 
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“That 1s not all, Sir Even the method of 
examynation is the same old one. The ques- 
tion papers, the method of assessment—all. 
All this needs a fresh look, Sir,” said a girl 
student. 

. “I hope you don't mean to appoint your 
own examiners and then dictate to them how 
to assess your papers " I wanted them to 
commit themselves. 

“Far from :t, Sir ‘We want strict and 
serious examinations We want our preli- 
minary examinations to be more purpose- 
ful. We want no favouritism in any exam- 
nations We want to be proud of our Uni- 
versity and succeed in life,” the girl ex- 
planed like a little professor 


The Act Is Born 


“That's finely summed up” I admired 
her attempt. “I shall give you all this in the 
uniform Universities Bills which I em draft- 
ing. Let me make a breakthrough once 
for ajl.” 

“It would be a historic achievement in 
our life,” they said in a chorus 


“Why, that ws something I was looking 
forward to doing for the last twenty years in 
my life. I owe something to the Univer- 
sity where I have lived and grown,” I said 


This was the background of my sitting 
to draft the University BilJ for the six Uni- 
versities of the State Participation of stu- 
dents in the affairs of the University was a 
long-standing demand by one and all Some 
for echolarly purposes, some as a social 
need, while some others used this as a slo- 
gan for political ends to rally the student 
population around them 


The greatest good the Act has done to 


Students’ 
University composed mostly of clected re- 
presentatives of students from each affiliated 
college and recognised institutions and the 
departments of the University and other in- 
terests. This Council is to elect the Students’ 
Executive Union which will be headed by a 
student Chairman and a student Secretary 
and will be an all-student affair. 

On the Senate, which is the popular 
broad-based policy-making body of the Un- 
versity, we have grven representation to four 


elected by the Students’ Executive Union 


There is yet another channel through 
whicl: foar more students have been provid- 


The Act provides for two students on 
each Faculty The Faculty 1s an authority of 
the University which decides the overall 
pattern of curricular contents, instructional 
arrangements and the scheme of examina- 
tions And two students who have shown 
academic merits in the preceding Degree 
Examination in each Faculty would be call- 
ed upon to be the members of their respec- 
tive faculties This x3 a further honour to the 
beat two merited students every year and 
an incentive to them 


The BUTR 1s an authority of the Uni- 
versity for coordination of post-intermedate 
and post-graduate education and research at 
the post-graduate level The Act provides for 
the nomhnation of two post-graduste students 
on each of the Boards 


A large number of gmevances of atu- 
dents and their resulting frustration have 
their genesis in the lack of rapport between 
the Professors of each subject and the stu- 
dents of each subject Most of the grievances 
of students like the syllabus being outdat- 
ed, the teaching being bad, the papera being 
lop-sided and practicala being out of syllabus 
—all these and other matters could be 
thrashed out at the level of the Board of 
Studies for each subject 


Consultative Committees 


It is precisely to do this that a provision 
has been made foi setting up Consultative 
Committees for each Board of Studies There 
shall, therefore, be some 30 to 40 or, to be 
more precise, as many Consultative Com- 
mittees as the number of subjects taught 1n 
a University On each Committee shall 
sit four Professors and four students under 
the chairmanship of the Chairman of the 
Board of Studies mn the respective subject 
They will have free and frank consultations 
and discussions to cover all the topics that 
a Board of Studies can tackle in the light 
of which the Board of Studies would take 
necessary steps 

The Institution of 30 to 40 Consultative 
Committees in each University has given 
adequate opportunity to the two best under- 
graduates and the two best post-graduates to 
represent their grievances and get them re- 
dressed. According to some educationusts, 
the setting up of the Consultative Commiit- 
tee for each subject in the Unversity has 
been the most purposeful and progressive 
provision in this Act 

As a result of the new Act, in a normal 
University where there are about 10 Facul- 
thes and 30 to 40 Board of Studies, the total 
number of students that would be called 
upon to actively participate in the working 
of the authorities goes to the tune of some 
210, and adding the seats for Registered Gra~ 
duates raises the figure to 235 But anything 
between 200 and 235 1s a unique provision for 
giving students not only a feeling and «@ 
sense but also a satisfaction of participation 
in the working of the University. It us for the 
students and scholars now to use the new 
Act to their best advantage and for their. 
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